THE SYSTEM

SOLUTIONS & ACTIONS TO
2./ Foster an Environment for Respecting

Children’s Rights

It benefits all of us to rehabilitate young people who engage in crimes. They have a special capacity to change, and we're
all better off if we provide them this opportunity and find ways to help them rejoin and contribute to society. However,
young people are often treated like adults within the criminal justice system and subject to harsh school disciplinary
school practices when they are in their communities. Legislatures should ensure that the criminal justice system allows

young people who commit crimes to be given a second chance and that schools foster positive relationships.

Legislatures should abolish life without parole for offenses committed before the individual was 18 years of
age and reward criminal justice officials that adopt policies that ensure that young people do not languish in
prison. Judges, judicial bodies and organizations, and prisons should take an active role in ensuring that
people who were sentenced to life without parole for crimes they committed when younger than 18 have
their sentences reviewed.

Legislatures should raise the age of criminal responsibility in adult court to at least 18 years of age in every
jurisdiction in the country, including instituting a minimum age for processing in adult criminal court where
none exists.

Legislatures should progressively raise the age of juvenile court jurisdiction to at least 21 years old with
additional, gradually diminishing protections for young adults up to age 25, such as allowing young age to be
a mitigating factor when considering an individual's sentence.

Congress and state legislatures should exempt young people from registries, community notification, and
residency restrictions for sex-related conduct.

Legislatures should expand flexibility in funding, so that local jurisdictions may spend funds on
community-based programs, including mediation, mentoring, and vocational programs, rather than on
large, costly youth lock-ups.!
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Congress and the Department of Justice (DOJ) should de-incentivize ineffective programs, such as “Scared
Straight” and boot camps, and eliminate the automatic transfer of young people into adult courts. Programs
should comply with best practices for treatment of young people.

Legislatures should require mental health services that are sensitive to various genders and gender expres-
sions and sexualities, fund services for LGBTQ youth, youth who have left their homes, and/or who experience
family rejection.

Local governments and school administrations should eliminate? "zero tolerance" policies, which mandate
often severe and punitive, predetermined consequences that are applied regardless of the gravity of behavior,
mitigating circumstances, or situational context3; and decriminalize truancy.

Local government and school administrations should mandate the repeal of overly punitive school discipline
policies that push schoolchildren into the criminal justice system; and instead adopt comprehensive restor-
ative justice programs to create safer, healthier, and more equitable places for children to learn. These prac-
tices may include peer mediation, daily wrap sessions, and the elimination of mandatory suspensions and/or
expulsions for specified conduct.

The DOJ should eliminate the funding of police officers in schools and invest in school-wide restorative justice
programs to improve school safety.
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